
 
 

 
 

DISCRIMINATION 
Throughout the early 20th 

Century, African American 
soldiers faced harsh treat-
ment, racial slurs, and unfair 
treatment, particularly in the 
Jim Crow South. 
Questions of equality and citizenship arose when 
African Americans were sent o˜ to training camps in 
preparation for war. Tensions culminated on August 
23, 1917, in Houston, Texas, where disputes led to an 
all-out riot. African American soldiers seized their 
rifles and went on a rampage in the city. 

In the fall of that same year, the 15th Infantry of the 
New York National Guard moved to Camp Wadsworth 
in Spartanburg, South Carolina, but they were not 
welcomed by local citizens, who feared the incidents 
in Houston. Racial tensions continued to escalate 
until Colonel Hayward and Secretary of War Newton 
Baker decided to remove the 15th from the South and 
send them to France.  

Discrimination towards the 15th and African American 
soldiers did not end with the war. When the soldiers 
returned home, they had di˛culties acquiring jobs or 
proper healthcare, despite the attention they 
received from their e˜orts in France. 
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